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Gerald Titus III thought hard about applying for the open West Virginia Supreme Court seat.

He said he prayed about it. But it was on a daily morning walk with his 7-year-old son Brandt

that made him know he should do it.

"[Brandt] said, 'Risk the biscuit,'" Titus, 47, said Friday after Gov. Patrick Morrisey appointed

him to fill the seat vacated when Justice Tim Armstead died on Aug. 26.

That euphemism, close to the common phrase "risk it for the biscuit," Titus said, means, "Go

for it."

Charleston attorney Gerald M. Titus III (at left) was appointed to fill the open West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals seat

vacated by Justice Tim Armstead, who died on Aug. 26, 2025. Titus, 47, was introduced as the new justice by Gov. Patrick

Morrisey (at right) at a news conference at the Governor's Office at the West Virginia State Capitol on Nov. 21, 2025.
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Titus recognized the potential for him in this appointment.

"It's a chance to live a life of consequence," Titus said. "I've been practicing law for 22 years. I

feel good about what I accomplished. I'm just extremely grateful that I have the opportunity

not only to serve the state and the people of West Virginia, but to add more meaning to my

life."

Morrisey made his second pick to the West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals in less than

five months. On Aug. 6, Morrisey appointed former Fayette County Circuit Court Judge

Thomas Ewing to fill the seat vacated by Justice Beth Walker, who retired.

"I am very confident that your next Supreme Court Justice will serve you honorably and with

distinction," Morrisey said as he introduced Titus.

Titus said he will run in 2026 to fill Armstead's full term, which runs through 2032.
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Staff reports  1 min to read
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Titus' background, family

Titus, a Roane County native, graduated from Washington and Lee University in Lexington,

Virginia, in 2000 and earned his law degree from Washington and Lee in 2003. He served as

an assistant U.S. Attorney in the Southern District of West Virginia in the early 2000s,

specializing in violent crime and bank robbery.

Charleston attorney Gerald M. Titus III (second from left) was appointed to fill the open West Virginia Supreme Court of

Appeals seat vacated by Justice Tim Armstead, who died on Aug. 26, 2025. Titus, 47, was introduced as the new justice by

Gov. Patrick Morrisey (third from left) at a news conference at the Governor's Office at the West Virginia State Capitol on

Nov. 21, 2025. Also shown is Titus' family. From left are: Nora, 9; Brandt, 7; wife Meredith; and Davis 3.
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He's been an attorney at Spillman, Thomas and Battle in Charleston since 2009, specializing

in litigation of both civil and criminal cases.

“Gerald is a person of exceptional integrity, steady judgment, and genuine commitment to

public service," Michael J. Basile, Spilman's managing member, said in an email Friday. "I have

known Gerald for many years, both personally and professionally, and during that time I

have consistently seen the qualities that define outstanding judicial temperament. He is

thoughtful, fair-minded, and unfailingly respectful of everyone he encounters. These traits,

combined with his deep knowledge of the law and his long-standing reputation for honesty

and professionalism, make him exceptionally well suited for service on the Supreme Court of

Appeals of West Virginia. I am confident that Gerald will bring the humility, compassion, and

principled decision-making that West Virginians deserve from their judiciary.”
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Christopher Millette

Editor

Along with Brandt, Titus and his wife Meredith have two other children: Nora, 9, and Davis, 3.

All attended the announcement Friday at the Governor's Office at the West Virginia State

Capitol. Nora sported a cast and crutches as she recovers from a fractured leg suffered while

playing basketball. The family attends First Presbyterian Church in Charleston.

Titus said he was happy to be appointed but wished he didn't have to be.

"As honored as I am to have this opportunity to serve as a justice," he said. 'I wish this vacancy

did not exist. [Armstead's] place on the court cannot be replaced. He provided an example to

which all judges should aspire."

Christopher Millette is the Editor of the Charleston Gazette-Mail. He can be reached at 304-

348-5124 or cmillette@hdmediallc.com. Follow him on X: @cmillette.
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