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Among this region’s many assets for growing small business are the Business Lounge, CoLab, the

Partnership’s Entrepreneurial Web Portal, the Chamber’s Entrepreneur Center, SCORE, ScaleUp and

local economic developers. We have countless examples of small businesses that have grown, been

acquired by national or international firms, and continued to thrive here or elsewhere. Many of our

region’s entrepreneurs have then started other businesses, investing again in our region, creating more

jobs. Enhancing the atmosphere for entrepreneurs to flourish remains essential to our region’s future.

Roanoke is more prepared today to embrace economic change than perhaps at any other time in its

history.

The Roanoke Regional Partnership has an excellent track record of marketing the region as a whole to

attract new business. It has created a number of high-profile events focused on the outdoors to bring

positive attention nationally and internationally, such as the Blue Ridge Marathon. The Roanoke Valley

Convention & Visitors Bureau has created a campaign to attract visitors from far and wide. The publicity

under way benefits all of western Virginia. Hotel and motel room stays are up significantly over the past

year.

Downtown Roanoke Inc. continues to make the city’s core a vibrant and lively place that is unique and

attractive, especially to young professionals. The Technology Council continues to emphasize high-tech

sector entrepreneurship with new ventures always on the horizon.

We’re additionally blessed with many excellent schools, colleges and universities with international

reputations, a quality workforce and growing sectors, such as health care and technical services. These

assets make our region more attractive to new and existing business.

The lesson is simple: We cannot be complacent and rest on past success. While saddened with Norfolk

Southern’s decision, the Roanoke region is prepared to meet this challenge and others posed by a

dynamic economy.

Day: Norfolk Southern and our ever-changing economy - Roanoke Time... http://www.roanoke.com/opinion/commentary/day-norfolk-southern-and...

2 of 2 3/10/2015 3:03 PM


