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Whether you’ve been a client for
years or have just begun a working
relationship with Spilman, we hope
one thing is abundantly clear:

spilman

We deliver a uniquely different
law firm experience.

Innovative in our thinking and
approach, we have erased the
boundaries of a traditional law
practice to think like a true business.
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Understanding that our value is in the

experience our clients receive, we believe
in a client-first philosophy–selfless, hands-on,
relentless and collaborative–and we have codified
that philosophy into a promise. This philosophy,
known as The Spilman Way, serves as a North
Star for every client interaction, guiding each
member of the team throughout the course of
the relationship.
Spilman lawyers serve clients in a variety of ways.

A sweet spot of ours is serving as a
“Virtual General Counsel,” whereby we
become an extension of our client’s
management team, focused on heading off
issues and providing careful, efficient guidance on
legal and business matters.

Spilman is adept at taking high-stakes matters all
the way to trial. Our signature best-in-class trial
team– The Battle Group –represents clients
in this complex arena. In an era of the vanishing
jury trial, litigants too often are left without the
services of a skilled trial lawyer. Opposing parties
have leveraged that inexperience into record
settlement values and jury verdicts. The Battle

Group brings balance back to the legal
process, skillfully matching bet-the-company
litigation with seasoned trial lawyers.
Ultimately, our tailored service and unique
approach to practicing law garner Spilman

clients a higher return on the
relationship and a uniquely different law firm
experience.
Pivotal to that experience are our recently

spilman

elected Members and strategic hires.
These individuals not only possesses incredible
talent, they embody Spilman’s unique ethos.
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raYford K. “trip” adams III
winston-salem, north carolina

Trip has almost forty years
of experience in all aspects
of bankruptcy matters,

kevin b. cartledge

winston-salem, north carolina

Rather than focus on one area
of the law, Kevin has dedicated his
20-year career to being a trial

representing creditors, lessors,

lawyer. He has tried hundreds of

committees, debtors, guarantors,

cases to a jury verdict, including

and trustees in a variety of
industries and issues.

complex commercial litigation,
professional liability and nursing
home litigation, and employment

Since 1987, he has been a Board

and restrictive covenant litigation.

Certified Specialist in Business
and Consumer Bankruptcy Law

Kevin also has extensive

by the North Carolina State Bar

experience defending governments

Board of Legal Specialization.
Trip also previously taught
bankruptcy law at Elon University
School of Law.

and municipalities in the areas
of liability and workers’
compensation.
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carrie J. cecil

charleston, west virginia

W. eric gadd

wheeling, west virginia

Carrie focuses on helping clients

Eric advises and represents

with public and project finance,

nonprofit and tax-exempt

commercial lending, and general

organizations on a wide variety of

corporate law. She frequently serves

matters. He also works in the areas

as bond counsel, underwriter’s

of creditors’ rights and foreclosures,

counsel and issuer’s counsel in

trusts and estates, taxation, and

public and governmental financings,

general corporate law.

primarily involving tax-exempt
bonds.

Eric earned his undergraduate
degree, magna cum laude, from

Carrie also has extensive experience
in the financing and development
of infrastructure and economic
development projects, including
tax increment financing.

West Virginia Wesleyan College
and his law degree from West
Virginia University College of Law.
He is admitted to practice in West
Virginia and before the United
States Tax Court.
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Matthew W. Georgitis
winston-salem, north carolina

robert R. leight
pittsburgh, pennsylvania

Matt focuses on assisting clients

Bob is a trial lawyer who focuses

in complex commercial litigation

on white collar criminal defense,

and has tried many cases to a

products liability, toxic torts,

successful jury verdict. He also has

environmental, commercial,

extensive experience defending
governments and municipalities
in the areas of liability and
workers’ compensation.
An active member of the Defense

and general business litigation.
He is a former Supervisory Special
Agent for the FBI and a former
Assistant U.S. Attorney.
A graduate of Duquesne University

Research Institute, he has been

and Duquesne University School

recognized for excellence in the

of Law, he is admitted to

practice of law by MartindaleHubbell.

practice law in Pennsylvania
and West Virginia.
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Gerald E. “gee” Lofstead III
wheeling, west virginia

With 20 years of experience,

barry A. Naum

harrisburg, pennsylvania

Barry’s primary areas of practice

Gee has amassed a wealth of

are utility law, energy law and

knowledge in various areas of

communications law.

the law, including civil litigation,
construction litigation, real estate
law, corporate law, commercial
law, and insurance defense
litigation.

He spends a large portion of his
time representing various large
commercial and industrial clients
in electricity, natural gas, water
and wastewater proceedings

Gee’s experience in such a wide
variety of matters is an asset to

before various regulatory
commissions.

him as a mediator. Licensed in
both Ohio and West Virginia, he is

Barry also represents individual

able to effectively meet the needs

commercial and industrial clients

of clients throughout the Upper
Ohio Valley.

in utility rate negotiations, thirdparty utility contracts and
energy efficiency matters.

ADJUST
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JULIAN E. NEISER

pittsburgh, pennsylvania

Julian is a commercial and

bryan S. neft

pittsburgh, pennsylvania

Bryan’s practice focuses on

construction lawyer with

commercial litigation, toxic torts

extensive experience in

and health care. He is president-

commercial and bankruptcy

elect of the Allegheny County

litigation, contract negotiations,

Bar Association and chair of its

and alternative dispute resolution

annual Bench-Bar Conference.

involving businesses of all sizes.

He is admitted to practice law in
Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Ohio

He also is a mediator and serves

and California.

as outside general counsel to
corporations. Julian is a veteran of

A very active member of his

the United States Marine Corps

community, Bryan currently

and previously served as a drill
instructor.

holds leadership positions with
the Rivers Club and Beth El
Congregation of the South Hills.
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PAUL G. PAPADOPOULOS
charleston, west virginia

Paul is a leader in the firm’s

NICHOLAS S. PRESERVATI
charleston, west virginia

After joining the firm in late 2015,

corporate and tax practices. He

Nick quickly rose to serve as

assists clients in general business

co-chair of the firm’s energy

and commercial law matters,
including business transactions,

practice group, and this is his
primary area of practice at Spilman.

entity formation and structure,
leasing, and commercial
contracts.

He represents diverse energy clients
in all facets of litigation, including
in complex, “bet-the-company”

He also represents clients in tax
matters, with an emphasis on

matters, such as catastrophic
workplace injury and fatality cases.

West Virginia state and local
tax issues. Outside of the firm,
Paul currently serves as Chair
of the West Virginia State Bar’s
Committee on State and
Federal Taxation.

Nick also currently serves as the
North American Vice Chair of the
Lex Mundi Energy and Natural
Resources Practice Group.
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Rebecca A. FinkeNbinder
harrisburg, pennsylvania

Rebecca’s focus within her intellectual
property practice is trademarks,
concentrating on clearance, registration,
licensing and protection against infringement.
The breadth of her practice also includes
copyrights, advertising, branding strategies,
and franchising.
Her unique marketing and legal training,
as well as her time spent serving as in-house
lawyer for a variety of companies, provide a
distinctive approach to her IP practice.

Heather M. Garrison
morgantown, west virginia

Heather focuses her practice in the area
of employment law, with an emphasis on
harassment and discrimination matters.
She has represented clients in a variety of
industries, including hospitality, retail, health
care, transportation, technology, temporary
staffing and business services.
Heather also advises and provides
training for employers on all aspects
of personnel matters as a means
to avoid employment-related
litigation.

Bryce J. Hunter
roanoke, virginia

Bryce is a banking and financial services
lawyer. His practice includes securities law,
finance transactions, creditors’ rights and
debt restructuring. He also assists clients in
real estate matters, tax credit financing and
franchising matters.
His previous position as Senior Vice
President, Secretary and Counsel for
a community bank headquartered in
Blacksburg gives him a unique perspective
in his law practice.

Jessica L. Kimble

winston-salem, north carolina

Jessica’s primary areas of practice are
commercial real estate, loan transactions
and creditors’ rights matters. She has
experience representing developers, financial
institutions, investors and corporate clients in
commercial real estate transactions, including
development projects, real estate investments
and dispositions, and leasing.
She also has experience in general
business and corporate
law matters.
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Travis A. Knobbe

pittsburgh, pennsylvania

Travis has experience in general
commercial litigation, product liability
litigation, construction litigation, creditors’
rights and bankruptcy litigation, and
appellate litigation. He is admitted to practice
law in Pennsylvania, West Virginia and Virginia.
He has been named to the Super Lawyers
“Rising Stars” lists for Pennsylvania and Virginia.
He earned his undergraduate degree from
Bethany College and his law degree from West
Virginia University College of Law.

Linda L. McCarty

winston-salem, north carolina

Linda has extensive experience advising
hospitals, physician groups, health care
providers and research institutions on a
wide range of legal issues and areas
relating to health care and the conduct
and oversight of clinical research.
Prior to joining Spilman, she served as
the general counsel for a leading U.S. clinical research site network. In that
role, Linda was responsible for
legal activities, regulatory affairs,
corporate compliance and
quality assurance.

thomas J. O’Neill

morgantown, west virginia

Tom’s focus is on real estate title and
transactional matters, primarily in the
upstream and midstream energy industry.
He has more than 15,000 hours of highly
complex mineral title experience and is
seldom professionally happier than when
preparing a title opinion or working
in a record room.
Tom also has significant government relations
experience, representing interests as diverse
as the energy and aerospace industries as a
West Virginia registered lobbyist.

Jason C. Pizatella
charleston, west virginia

Jason rejoined Spilman following several years
of leadership roles in state government and the
nonprofit sector. He resumes private practice
in the areas of general corporate law, business
expansion and economic development,
administrative law, energy law and public
utilities, and government relations.
He most recently served as Deputy
Chief of Staff for West Virginia
Governor Jim Justice and as the
President and CEO of the
Morgantown Area Chamber
of Commerce.
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Ashlee A. webster

winston-salem, north carolina

Within her litigation practice,
Ashlee focuses on labor and
employment law, medical malpractice
defense, professional liability defense, and
commercial litigation. She is admitted to
practice law in North Carolina, Virginia and
Ohio.
She earned her undergraduate degree,
cum laude, from North Carolina State
University and her law degree, cum laude,
from North Carolina Central University
School of Law.

spilman
west virginia

G. MATTERN “MATT” YORK
winston-salem, north carolina

Matt’s primary area of practice is
commercial real estate. He has extensive
experience representing developers,
investors and business owners in a wide
variety of commercial real estate matters,
including development projects, joint
ventures, real estate investments and
dispositions, leasing, 1031 exchanges,
and construction and permanent
financing.
He currently serves on the
Board of Directors for the
Winston-Salem
Symphony.
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